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ADOftCSf OFFICIAL COMMWICATlONf TO 




TO: 


FROM: 


Mr. Melpy 
T. W, Ainsworth 


SUBJECT: Price of ham Thanh Nguyen, 




Commandant Dang, General Nguyen’s Saigon contact man, stated 
last night, that General Nguyen must have 10 minion piasters for <^- 
support of his troops in order to aid the Diem Government in this 
situation. He claimed that he had seen Ngo Dinh Nhu yesterday and 
Nhu had offered a total of 5 million to be paid in immediate in- 
stallments of 2 million and the balance in two or three months. 

This was not enough. Dang said he had an appointment with Nhu at 
9 :00 o'clock this morning and hoped to receive a favorable answer 
(through our intercession) at that time. 


Jn return for this sum.he stated^AI*t Nguyen was in a posi- 
tion to break up the Front from the inside before overt action 
could be taken against the Government. However, he stated that 
this could best be done without the action proposed by Nhu which 
had included a proclamation by Nguyen of his support for the Diem 
regime. He said that such a proclamation would preclude Nguyen's 
working from the inside to destroy the Front. 

The rather grandiose claims set forth were based on Nguyen's 
ability to exercise sufficient^over"'lhe Hoa Hao in the Front to 
prevent their taking overt action: in this event the Cao Dai would 
stand by but it would be necessary to be prepared to deal with the 
Binh Xuyen by force. He intimated that under suitable conditions 
Nguyen's Hoa Hao forces vould be prepared to assist in this under- 
taking. • 

Since I was not able to locate you after the conclusion of 
this conversation, I transmitted the information to Colonel Lansdale. 
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